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The boss reminds me that we are about to publish the 
December Journal without a word of the big news from 
the staff. The girls in the office call me Grandpa now. 
Getting promoted into a new class is rather thrilling busi- 
ness. It reminds me a bit of the time when Kent arrived 
and I first heard myself called papa. It does’nt seem pos- 
sible that there has been time for Kent to grow up and 
acquire a wife and then a newspaper and now a son. 
With all his various responsibilities he is quite too busy 
to write any more “Lives of Famous Beekeepers.” So 
far as I am concerned, the newcomer is still a stranger, 
for I have not seen him yet. His fond grandma, how- 
ever, could not stand any such strain, but took the train 
at once for Lehigh, Iowa, and left me to shift for myself. 
They named the boy after his granddad, too. 


THE INSTITUTE 


If Professor Kelty could have been at the Iowa con- 
vention and heard the response to the appeal which he 
makes for funds for the Institute, it would have done his 
heart good. Kelty is a whole team when he gets going, 
and if he could only tell the Institute story to all the 
beekeepers he would soon have enough money to hire 
another stenographer, so that all the appeals for infor- 
mation about honey could be sent out- Here at the office 
we have all been excited over Betty Crocker’s story about 
honey on the National hookup, and Miss Fischer’s daily 
talks over KMA-and KFNF during the Mid-West show. 
Such things will soon make folks think more about honey. 
I hope that Kelty gets a bushel of checks in response to 
his appeal on page 570. 


THOSE BIG HIVES 


Over in England they are interested in the big hives. 
On page 571 Gilbert Barratt tells about how they work 
for him. We have read so much about their little hives 
in the English bee papers that we are surprised to find 
them getting interested in the big ones. In Russia the 
big hive seems to be all the go, as it does in several other 
countries on the continent. Barratt offers the same kind 
of arguments that Allan Eby, of Ohio, and Elmer Ken- 
nedy, of Nebraska, do in this country. E. M. Cole, of 
Audubon, Iowa, has been an enthusiastic booster for big 
hives, too, but Cole’s biggest boost was when he thought 
of using the cellophane wrapper for honey. That was 
several years ago, before it came into use for every kind 
of food product. Cole spends his Saturdays helping in a 
grocery store, and, realizing how hard it is to keep ex- 
posed food products free from dust, tried the transparent 
wrapper. The customers liked it so well that comb honey 
sales picked up at once and he told the American Bee 
Journal about it and we told others, and now you find 
most of the comb honey going to market in such wrap- 
pers. Cole ought to feel happy about that idea of his, 
anyway. 


“A KICK IN THE NEWS 


Over in Canada they have government control of the 
liquor business, and now comes word that the surplus 
honey will be used in the makine of wine instead of using 
sugar. It is expected that the entire surplus of honey 
will be removed from the market within a few months. 
If it were not for the tariff on American honey going to 
Canada, they would find a lot of our honey moving in 
that direction to help along the wine business, I suppose. 
They argue that the honey is produced in Canada, while 
the sugar has to be imported, and they propose to favor 
home industries. Anyway it will remove a lot of unsold 
honey from the market and make it somewhat easier for 
the next crop to move- 


MORE BEARS 


Someway we can’t get away from bear stories on this 
postscript page. Jes Dalton has been down in the Oke- 
fenoke Swamp to see Hamp Mizelle and to see for him- 
self if our last month’s stories are all true. Jes enquired 
about how fast a bear can run and was told just as fast 


asaman. “Take your gun when bear hunting and jump 
one up; you run after him to get a shot, but to save your 
life you can’t catch him. If you fire your load of shot 
and hit him, he turns around and takes after you, and 
you throw away your gun and to save his life he can’t 
catch you. The weight of the gun seems to be the de- 
ciding factor.” On page 579 we hear that bears are 
making trouble in Washington bee yards. 


NEBRASKA TOOTS HER HORN 


On page 575, V. W. Binderup, president of the Ne- 
braska beekeepers, toots a small toot of his horn for 
Nebraska beekeeping. Really, fellows, the world don’t 
know half that is going on in that good old state. Her 
average crops are among the largest and her pasture is 
more dependable than is the case in North Dakota, which 
has been so much in the limelight. In North Dakota 
sweet clover is grown in rotation with wheat, and when 
the seed price is low the sweet clover is often turned 
under before it blooms. When that happens it is too 
bad for the beekeeper. In Nebraska they raise sweet 
clover for pasture for the dairy cows and don’t care a 
hang whether the price of seed is high or low, and so we 
find the Nebraska beekeepers getting a crop in this off 
year when so many of us are out of luck. Nebraska is 
at last getting organized and ready to go. Folks out there 
are rolling up their sleeves and pitching in to eradicate 
disease and find a market for their honey. O. S. Bare, 
the extension man, is conducting demonstration apiaries 
and L. M. Gates is tackling the disease, while Don C. 
Whelan is teaching beekeeping at the agricultural col- 
lege. Unless all signs fail, we are to hear a lot more 
about Nebraska beekeeping in the future. All right, 
Binderup, give her another toot. 


CERTIFIED HONEY 


That little item on page 578 reminds us of the old 
saying that “Polly talked too much.” We have had a 
lot of talk about certified honey and suggestions that no 
honey should be permitted to go to market unless it had 
a certificate stating that it comes from apiaries where no 
disease is present. Now we hear that France is the first 
country to take such talk seriously and that a large ship- 
ment of American honey is refused entrance to France 
for lack of such a certificate. It would be entirely im- 
possible to put such a plan into operation in this country 
under present conditions. The certificate would be of no 
value unless every colony of bees was inspected during 
the season before the crop was removed. To secure such 
inspection would cost a sum of money so large that no 
legislature could be induced to make sufficient appropria- 
tion. The burden would be greater than the traffic of a 
small industry like ours could bear. The outcome of this 
foreign requirement will be watched with much interest. 


NATIVE BEES 


On page 579 E- E. Corbett revives an old question as 
to whether there were native honeybees in America. 
Wilder claims that there were, and undertook to show 
me some when we visited the big swamp, but failed to 
find them. According to the best information available, 
the small black bees which have long been known in that 
region were introduced by the Spanish settlers at an early 
period. The subject has aroused so much discussion in 
the past with LeStourgeon, Dalton and Wilder all jump- 
ing on me for my opinion that honeybees all came from 
abroad that I want to speak lightly now. 


THIRTY DAYS 


Glory is kind of glum just now. It is this way: The 
baby of the family has scarlet fever and Mrs. Cale and 
the youngster are quarantined upstairs for thirty days, 
leaving Glory to shift for himself and the rest of the 
family as best they may. Fortunately the son and heif 
seems to be making a good recovery and the Missus’ sen- 
tence will soon expire and Glory will be able to smile 
again. F. C. P 











